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Beginnings:

NTM AVIATION HELPS ENTER A NEW TRIBE

A certain Wantakia village in Papua
New Guinea is practically inaccessible.
“Their tribe is so remote that
helicopter is the only way to get

there,” says pilot Ryan Farran.

Yet some of Ryan’s {riends are
determined to bring “God’s Talk” to
the Wantakians. These three young
families, with seven children between
them, moved into the village this April

to begin the long process.

You know what a long process moving
is. Go to the new location. Find a
place to live. Move there. It wasn’t
that simple for the Wantakia team.

It started last October when pilot Jon
Leedahl flew some guys to a jungle
airstrip. Irom there, they hiked
several days to survey the Wantakia
villages. This particular village secemed
to be the best location to settle in.

The leaders gave them land and
offered trees to build durable houses.
But the tribal men quickly added, “We
don’t have tin roofs or nails, so you’ll

have to bring that stufl.”

The team bought and stockpiled “that
stufl.” Hiking it in to the village was
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not a workable option,
though. They'd neced the
helicopter.  So in January,
Ryan and a group of men
sorted the materials into
1,000-pound stacks and
wrangled them into cargo
nets.  As cach load was
ready, helicopter pilot Mike
McGregor hovered low as
one of the guys attached the
load rope to the belly hook
of the chopper.

With the load dangling about
20 feet below, Mike took off
for the village. Arriving there, he
hovered over the landing zone until
the load settled on the ground. When
he released the hook, another load
was safely delivered.

Tor three days, the crew repeated the
drill

made the trip. Four months later, the

until twenty-one loads of cargo

houses were built and ready. NTM
Aviation pilot Brent Haberchak, in an
MATF plane, flew the tecam to a remote

grass airstrip. Irom there, a helicopter

shuttled them—not in sling loads!-—to

the village.
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| As a result of your
partnership, things are
happening in the world

| of missionary aviation!

“What an awesome privilege of flying
them out,” writes Brent’s wife Erica.
“They are committed to learning this
language in order to introduce the
gospel of Jesus Christ to these people

for the first time!”

1o keep the aviation supply line
going to the Wantakia team, use
the enclosed response card or go to
hitp://usa.ntm. org/flight-crew
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